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The objective of this conference is to discuss and analyze if the 
social and economic references in Europe have deeply changed 
since 2004 and if the European public space, a notion that the 
referendums on the European constitution and the Treaty of Lisbon 
enshrines, already exists in the social representations of 
Europeans. More specifically, do aspects of the EU elections such 
as the turnout, the emergence of new parties and the dynamics of 
the results of mainstream parties reflect convergences amongst 
Member states? Or do national party systems and electoral 
systems in force still largely determine the political socialization of 
citizens in Europe? A dozen national cases will be analyzed. The 
symposium will also address topics such as modes of collective 
action, the conditions of democratic pluralism and the socio-
economic and political expectations of Europeans vis-à-vis the EU. 


