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Prof. Rosa Bruno-Jofré, PhD, Queens University, Canada

The history of alternative education practices characterized by strong transformative tones
began in Latin America early in the twentieth century. These practices were motivated by the
perceived needs and aspirations of the popular classes and were led by public intellectuals
and leaders committed to change, left wing political organizations, and peoples’ organizations.
The popular universities that emerged in various countries in the early 1920s, the groups
around José Carlos Mariategui in Peru, and Sandino and the Academy at El Chipote in
Nicaragua are examples of informal popular education practices. The winds of change brought

by “new education” along with the political mobilization of the time reached the educational
system.

Students are very welcome, please note that no public lecture certificate will be signed
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