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Abstract : 
We develop and estimate a structural non-stationary econometric model of job 
search with monitoring of search effort and sanctions.   The earliest moment of  
the first monitoring is announced several months in advance and the   
judgement of the caseworker is based on cumulated search effort over a  
reference period. A negative evaluation at the first meeting with a caseworker 
leads to the signature of an action plan and later meetings with possible 
sanctions if the UI recipient does not comply with the action plan. Forward-
looking UI recipients anticipate the threat of monitoring and   sanction.    We 
disentangle the effect of the threat of being monitored, the impact of the 
monitoring itself and the ex-post effect of a sanction. 
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Bruno Van der Linden is research associate at the National Fund for Scientific Research 
(Belgium). He is also Professor at the Economics Department of the Université catholique de 
Louvain (Belgium). He studied applied mathematics (PhD in 1987) and economics (MA in 
1989) at Louvain. Since 1990, he teaches labour economics and evaluation methods. His 
recent research examines the links between income taxation, the labour market and Welfare.  
 
His recent work also covers the evaluation of labour market policies with an emphasis on 
general equilibrium effects. Other research interests include the explanations of unemployment 
and the implications of search and matching frictions. 
 
His published articles are found in journals such as the Review of Economic Studies, Oxford 
Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, Oxford Economic Papers, Journal of Development 
Economics, the Journal of Public Economic Theory, Macroeconomic Dynamics  and the 
Annales d’Economie et de Statistique. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


