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A majority of Europeans live in cities and towns that proclaim to be “sustainable”.   
A similar percentage of North Americans can make the same claim. Yet what does 
it mean to be a sustainable city?  This presentation reports on a decade of research 
focused on the political economy of urban and regional sustainability in the US and 
Europe.  In particular, the presentation will address conceptual and methodological 
issues crucial for understanding the contemporary politics of and promise for urban 
sustainability. Finally, the presentation examines the implications of this work for 
future academic research and public policy concerns. 
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James Robert Krueger is currently Professor of Geography and director of the 
Environmental Studies Program at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. He is a member 
of the editorial board of four international journals (e.g. “Regions and Cohesion”), 
designed co-editor for “Local Environment” and a member of the Executive Commit-
tee, Planning and Environment Research Group of the Royal Geographical Society. 
 
Prof. Dr. Krueger has authored numerous articles, technical reports, papers, book 
chapters and reviews. He is the editor of “The Sustainable Development Paradox: 
Urban political economy in the US and Europe” and principal investigator of the 
research project “Governing for Sustainability: A transatlantic comparison of three 
city-regions” funded by the Fonds National de la Recherche Luxembourg. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday 7 December 2011 at 5 pm  
Campus Walferdange / Piaget Lecture Hall 
A reception will take place after the lecture 
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