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Situating Urban Sustainability in the Context of Urban Theory and Policy I

Over the past decade a body of work has emerged cne might call "critical sustainabllity
studles." These scholars have focused thelr analytical lenses on the pelitical ecenomic
processes and practices of urban sustainabllity, thus choosing not to relfy the concept and
practice of urban sustalnabllity. For example, Gibbs and Krueger (2007) examined urban
sustainabllity planning practices were adopted In new econcmy spaces In response to Intense
competition fer attracting new high-tech Industries. In her study of envircnmental
gentrification, Pearsall (2009) showed how urban regeneration and sustalnabllity Initiatives lead
to a gentrification of erstwhile ecenomically disadvantaged communities. Finally, Race (2005)
argued that urban sustainable development policles are embedded In a different ethical
foundation than contemperary, or necliberal, urban develepment schemes.

Race's Insights Implicitly call for an analysis of the role of Ideas, actors, practices and
representations In critical sustalnabllity studles. Meore recently, Krueger and Gibbs (2009,
foerthceming) fecused on actors' bellefs, understood dilemmas, and traditions of governance, to
examine how two seemingly contradictory ensembles of |deas - |) Inter-urban cempetition, and
II) urban sustalnabllity - can emerge simultaneously In policy development discourses. This
understanding of the broader role of actors, Informal Infrastructures, and Institutions play, have
resulted In calls fer "thicker" analyses of neoliberal policy referms and thelr Implications for
urban develepment, In general, and sustainabllity, In particular. In this context, we belleve It Is
time for re-engaging sustalnabllity as an urban develepment framework and to critically
examine the conceptual and pelitical nuances of this type of development.
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