
 
 

  

  
 

Curriculum Vitae of speakers and moderators 

 

Fernand Etgen, President of the Luxembourg Chamber of Deputies 

Fernand Etgen started politics in 1979 by becoming a member of the DP and joining 

the communal council of Feulen where he sits as councilor from 1979 to 1981 and 

from 1988 to 1993. He was also alderman of this commune from 1982 to 1987 before 

becoming mayor from 1994, until his appointment to the government in 2013. He is 

appointed Minister of Agriculture, Viticulture and Consumer Protection, and Minister 

for Relations with Parliament. Prior to his political career, he served as a state civil 

servant with the Registration and Domain Administration. At the end of 2018, he is 

appointed President of the Chamber of Deputies. 

Stéphane Pallage, Rector of the University of Luxembourg 

Stéphane Pallage holds Belgian and Canadian citizenship. Having embarked on his 

academic career at the University of Liège, he earned a Master’s degree in Industrial 

Administration (Finance) and a Ph.D. in economic sciences from Carnegie Melon 

University in Pittsburgh, USA. As a professor of the University of Quebec in Montreal, 

he worked extensively on applied macroeconomics, dynamic general equilibrium 

models, international aid, and the fight against child labour. He has been the dean of 

the School of Management at the University of Quebec in Montreal since 2013. He is 

rector of the University of Luxembourg since 2018. 

 

 



 
 

  

  
 

Isabelle Riassetto, Vice-Dean of the FDEF, University of Luxembourg 

Isabelle Riassetto holds a degree and a doctorate in law from the Robert Schuman 

University in Strasbourg. Backed in 1999, her thesis is on "Guarantees for futures 

contracts traded on the French international futures market (MATIF), Legal Analysis" 

and was led by Professor Dominique Schmidt (Robert Schuman University of 

Strasbourg). She has won several prizes, including the prize of the European 

Association of Banking and Financial Law (AEDBF) - France (1999) and that of PARIS 

BOURSE SA (1999). Since 1999, she has been a lecturer in private law at the University 

of Nancy 2 and at Robert Schuman University in Strasbourg and obtained in 2004 the 

authority to direct research. Assessor of the Dean of the Faculty of Law of Strasbourg 

(2002-2006), she has also created and directed a Master 2 Counsel in Wealth 

Management. She has been enrolled at the University of Le Havre since 2006 and 

since January 1, 2008 has been working as Professor of Commercial Law at the 

University of Luxembourg. She has taught corporate law, banking law, financial 

market law (derivatives markets, financial instruments, and especially asset 

management law), as well as community law. Her main areas of research focus on 

the law of UCIs as well as socially responsible investing. She is the author of 

numerous publications in financial market law and more specifically in the field of 

UCIs.  

Thomas Kallstenius, CEO LIST 

Before signing with LIST in 2019, Thomas Kallstenius was research program director 

at IMEC, a world-leading RTO in nanoelectronics and digital technologies. In this 

position, he oversaw a research programme on security and privacy, in collaboration 



 
 

  

  
 

with KU Leuven, encompassing a much-acclaimed team of over 140 researchers 

specializing in cryptography, hardware security, privacy, access control and 

distributed systems. He was also involved in IMEC’s strategic activities in distributed 

artificial intelligence and high-performance computing. Thomas Kallstenius holds a 

Masters Degree in Engineering Physics from Sweden’s Royal Institute of Technology, 

a Ph.D. in semiconductor materials science from Uppsala University and an MBA from 

Vlerick Management School in Leuven, Belgium. He has served as a Member of the 

Board of Directors of the FTTH Council Europe, and as vice-chair of the Working Group 

on Wearables in the European Commission’s Alliance of Internet of Things Innovation 

(AIOTI). 

Maren Hunds, European Commission’s Joint Research Centre 

Maren Hunds works for the Strategy, Work Programme and Resources Directorate of 

the European Commission's Joint Research Centre in Brussels where she is 

responsible for relations with Member States. Prior to that, she worked for a Territorial 

Cooperation programme, the European Business and Innovation Centre Network and 

the Stuttgart Region Economic Development Cooperation. Maren holds a Master in 

Political Science and a PhD on Internationalisation of metropolitan areas. 

Alan Belward, European Commission’s Joint Research Centre 

Alan Belward works at the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre in Italy 

where he is head of the Food Security Unit in the Directorate for Sustainable 

Resources. This Unit provides scientific support to the European Union’s Common 

Agricultural Policy and for the EU’s development cooperation with food insecure 



 
 

  

  
 

countries around the world. He has served on a number of international science 

panels such as the UN sponsored Global Climate Observing System, he has a BSc in 

Plant Biology, a PhD in satellite remote sensing and is a Fellow of the UK’s Royal 

Society of Biology. 

Marc Serres,  Luxembourg Space Agency 

Dr. Marc Serres has been appointed CEO of the Luxembourg Space Agency in 

September 2018. He is the Head of the Luxembourg Delegation at the European Space 

Agency (ESA) and represents the country in the Council of ESA. Before joining the 

Ministry of the Economy in 2013 as Head of Space Affairs, Mr Serres managed the 

relations with ESA at the Ministry of Higher Education and Research as industrial 

policy officer during 8 years. These functions as civil servant have been preceded by 

5 years of experience in the satellite communications antenna manufacturing 

industry within the company HITEC Luxembourg S.A., first as Project Engineer and 

finally as Chief Engineer for satcom products development. He holds a Ph.D. in 

optoelectronics and a Master in electrical engineering with specialty in microwave 

frequencies, both from the Université catholique de Louvain in Belgium.  

 

Jorge Del Rio Vera, UNOOSA 

Jorge Del Rio Vera is a telecommunication Engineer and has PhD in earth observation. 

He started his career in the Group of Physical Oceanography of the University of 

Malaga where he used remote sensing to study the Mediterranean Sea; during this 

period he had research stays in the Colorado State University, the University of British 

Columbia and the NASA Goddard Space Flight Centre. After that, he joined the 

European Space Agency, working on Envisat, the  Earth observation satellite, and 



 
 

  

  
 

Copernicus, the biggest European Earth observation programme. He has also worked 

for the NATO Underwater Research Centre. After that, he moved to the European 

Global Navigation Satellite Systems Agency, the agency in charge of the exploitation 

of Galileo, the European global navigation satellite system, where he worked setting 

up the operations of the Galileo Security Monitoring Centre until he joined the Office 

for Outer Space Affairs in the United Nations, as a scientific affairs officer, promoting 

international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

Benjamin Hourte, EarthLab 

Benjamin Hourte is Technology Director at EarthLab Luxembourg and involved from 

the very first day in the creation of the company. Graduated from the Polytech-Nancy 

engineering school and the IAEM Lorraine Graduate School, he is working in Start-ups 

and services companies for more than 13 years. He started as VP R&D in P&T 

Consulting and was at the origin of the European success of the online software 

Novento used in 14 different European countries. More recently as ICT & software 

manager in HITEC Luxembourg, he was one of the responsible of the project 

emergency.lu and worked in various topics with the scope of the digitalisation of the 

industrial sectors and crisis management processes. In EarthLab Luxembourg, 

Benjamin is responsible of the Technological Strategy, architect of the next 

generation Big Data platform developed by the company. He also works as mentor for 

young developers in the areas of deep-learning and disruptive technologies. 

 

 



 
 

  

  
 

Mahulena Hofmann, University of Luxembourg 

Prior to her appointment at the University of Luxembourg, Professor Dr. Mahulena 

Hofmann, a German and Czech national, was the holder of the Jean Monnet Chair in 

European Law and Transition Studies at the Faculty of Law, Justus Liebig University 

of Giessen. At the same time she served as a Senior Research Fellow at the renowned 

Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law where her 

research activities were in the field of International Space and Telecommunications 

Law, as well as the public law of Central and Eastern European countries. Professor 

Hofmann holds a PhD on Remote Sensing of the Earth from Space - Legal Aspects 

from Charles University, Prague and a ‘habilitation thesis’ on “The Position of 

International and European Law in the Legal Systems of the Transformation Countries 

of Central and Eastern Europe” from the University of Cologne. She is a full member 

of the International Astronautical Academy and member of the Board of the 

International Institute of Space Law. 

Niklas Hedman, UNOOSA 

 

Niklas Hedman is Chief of Committee Services and Research Section of the United 

Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs. He is Secretary of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and 

Legal Subcommittee. He is also Secretary of the United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting 

on Outer Space Activities, which is the central coordination mechanism for space 

related activities in the United Nations system. Before joining the United Nations in 

2006, he worked in the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, particularly in the areas 



 
 

  

  
 

of ocean affairs and law of the sea; space law and space policy; as well as 

disarmament and non-proliferation, including PAROS and the Hague Code of Conduct 

Against Ballistic Missile Proliferation (HCOC).  

 

Geoff Sawyer, Earsc 

 

Geoff has been the Secretary General of Earsc since 2011. During his long and varied 

career, Geoff has held senior management positions in the space industry with 

Astrium / EADS / Airbus as well as numerous representative positions in the UK and 

Europe. He was previously a director of EARSC for 12 years during which he was 

chairman for 6 years from 1991 to 1997. He has served on many EU consultative 

bodies such as Spassec (for space and security) and the SecAG (Security Advisory 

Group) and in industry representative groups for example the chairman of the ASD 

security research committee. In addition to his extensive industrial experience, Geoff 

spent 3 years working for the European Commission where he was responsible for 

supporting space policy and, in particular, the creation of the GMES initiative. 

 

Prof. Lucien Hoffmann, LIST, Luxembourg 

 

Lucien Hoffmann (PhD in Biology) is director of the Environmental Research and 

Innovation (ERIN) department at the Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology 

(LIST). The ambition of the ERIN department is to implement a smart green vision, 

accelerating innovation towards the sustainable management of natural resources 

and a circular economy. The ERIN department brings together with its teams made of 



 
 

  

  
 

190 life, environmental, and IT scientists and engineers, the necessary 

interdisciplinary knowledge and skills to tackle major environmental challenges our 

cities are facing today: climate change mitigation, ecosystem resilience, sustainable 

energy systems, efficient use of renewable resources, environmental pollution 

prevention and control. The ERIN department is especially relying on space and IT 

technologies to develop innovative smart space applications for environmental 

monitoring, crisis management, maritime surveillance and precision agriculture. 

 

Steven Krekels, VITO 

 

After receiving his master’s degree in Applied Engineering (Telecommunications), 

Steven joined the Bell Labs of Lucent Technologies for research and development in 

optical networks. In 2001 he switched to the space industry and started working in 

Earth observation and satellite communication at Thales Alenia Space. Later he 

moved on to Newtec – a leading Belgian satellite communication equipment provider 

– where he had different managerial roles in the R&D department until he became 

Managing Director of Newtec’s subsidiary in Berlin. In May 2017 Steven was selected 

as one of the top 50 Belgian Tech-Pioneers, all experts in various applications 

working hard to create a better future. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

  
 

Anne Peschon, Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Viticulture et du Développement rural, 

Luxembourg 

 

Anne Peschon studied agronomy on a master level at Faculté universitaire des 

Sciences Agronomiques Gembloux and she continued her training acquiring the 

"Cerificat en géomatique appliqué" at the Université catholique de Louvain-la-Neuve. 

From 2001 to 2004 she was Quality Manager GMP/HACCP at Cilocentrale, Mersch 

and from 2004 to 2019 she is head of GIS department at Administration des Services 

techniques de l’ Agriculture/Ministère de la Viticulture et du Développement Rural. In 

2005 she created, and since then she is in charge for the update and management of 

LPIS (Land Parcel Identification System) for land area based subsidies in the frame 

of the CAP while in 2015 she created, and since then she is in charge for the update 

and management of EFA (Ecological Focus Areas) reference layers for Greening in the 

frame of the CAP.  

 

Guy Schumann, RSS-Hydro, Luxembourg 

Dr. Guy Schumann is the CEO and Principal Scientist at RSS-Hydro Sarl-S and also a 

Principal Scientist at Remote Sensing Solutions, Inc. Dr. Schumann is currently also 

a Visiting Research Fellow at Geographical Sciences, University of Bristol and an 

affiliate at the Dartmouth Flood Observatory (DFO), INSTAAR at the University of 

Colorado Boulder, CO. He received both the M.Sc. (Remote Sensing) and Ph.D. 

(Geography) degrees from the University of Dundee (UK). Dr. Schumann has around 

15 years of experience in the field of remote sensing data integration with 

hydrodynamic modeling and particularly radar remote sensing and its use in flood 



 
 

  

  
 

models. Most of his current work and projects are research projects focusing on 

simulating river hydrodynamics and floodplain inundation. Dr Schumann is also 

involved in the Interoperability Program activities of the Open Geospatial Consortium 

(OGC) and is spearheading an international initiative to create a global high-accuracy, 

open-access digital elevation model. 

Isabelle Benezeth, Ministry for an Ecological and Solidary Transition, France 

Engineer graduated from the Ecole Nationale de la Météorologie and from the Ecole 

Centrale Paris in Computer Science, Isabelle Benezeth recently followed a one-year 

training at the Institut des Hautes Etudes Scientifiques et Techniques. She started her 

career in the telecommunication systems department at Météo-France, then she 

became in charge of the telematic services. Eventually she was promoted to PMO of 

the Météo-France regional entities IT. She was appointed to Head of the Global 

Change and Earth Observation mission in 2009, and Head of the Earth Observation 

Environment and climate within the Research and Innovation Department of the 

Ministry for an Ecological and Solidary Transition in 2017. Since the creation of the 

Cospace in 2013, a committee which strengthens coordination between public 

authorities and space industry in France, she is co-facilitator with ADS and Eutelsat 

of the Cospace Application Working Group as an Earth Observation Expert for the 

Ministry for an Ecological and Solidary Transition. 

 

 

 



 
 

  

  
 

Martijn Houtepen, SkyGeo 

 

M. Houtepen works at SkyGeo in the Netherlands as a Customer Success Manager. 

SkyGeo is an Earth Observation 2.0 company. They use radar satellites to measure 

surface motions anywhere around the world. This technique is called InSAR. Their 

deformation data is fundamentally changing the way their customers look at their 

assets. They help people manage their maintenance for the long term and they help 

prevent environmental disasters. His role at SkyGeo is helping the customers make 

decisions based on their data. This is in part helping them understand and use this 

new type of data, and in part customizing and visualizing their data in the most useful 

way. His background is in IT/web development and AI. 

F. Norman Teferle, University of Luxembourg 

Dr. Norman Teferle is a Professor in Geospatial Engineering at the University of 

Luxembourg. His main research is in the high-precision GNSS for geodetic, 

geophysical and environmental monitoring applications, time series analysis, and 

Precise Point Positioning. 

Omar Ignacio Valdes Solorzano, GSA 

Omar works at the European Global Navigation Satellite Systems Agency (GSA) as a 

Market Development Officer. His professional experience has been strongly oriented 

towards the Project Management of technology-related projects, specifically in the 

ICT and Space domains. Specialties: Project Management (PMP certified), Space 



 
 

  

  
 

project management, IT Service Management (ITIL Foundation certified), 

Telecommunications. 

Marti Jofre, Pildo 

 

Martí Jofre is CEO at FACTUAL and ITS Business Manager at Pildo Labs. He holds a 

Master’s Degree in Telecommunications, for both Telecom Paris and Polytechnic 

University of Catalonia, and a Master in Marketing Management for EADA Business 

School. He accumulates a wide experience in the definition, fundraising and 

management of R&D and innovation projects, mostly related to satellite navigation 

applications and urban mobility, obtained at companies such as European Space 

Agency (ESA), Centre de Tecnologia Aeroespacial (CTAE) and European GNSS Agency 

(GSA). 

 

Bernard Reisch, Administration du cadastre et de la topographie, Ministère des 

Finances, Luxembourg 

 

Studied engineering in the University of Bonn in Germany where his thesis subject 

(Diplomarbeit) was on the automatic image processing in the field of digital 

photogrammetry. He worked as a student assistant in the University of Bonn 

regarding photogrammetric missions in the Alps. In parallel, he collaborated with the 

Institute of Psychology of the University of Bonn on the development of an automatic 

monitoring of the line of sight. In 1992, he started working at the Cadastre and 

Topography Administration and in 1994 was appointed as a geometrometer graduate 

and approved by the state, and he was assigned to the Department of Topography in 



 
 

  

  
 

which he was responsible for geodetic networks, topo- and cartographic databases, 

BD-L-ORTHO and BD-L-LITHAR. He was also the head of digital mapping and analog. 

In 2002, he was appointed as an official surveyor and in 2019 appointed as the Deputy 

Director of the Cadastre Administration and Topography. He is also vice-chairman of 

the Board of Directors of the Walferdange CEGS since 2013. 

 

Juan Carlos Merlano Duncan, SnT, University of Luxembourg 

Engineer in Electronics and Telecommunications with a successful background in 

academic and industrial research projects. He is specialist in frequency distribution 

systems, phase locked loops, microwave and RF circuits, digital signal processing, 

and embedded systems. Leadership, creativity and enthusiasm towards work, as well 

as responsible and honest way of carrying it out, are my most remarkable traits. 


