
 

Workshop  

“Theory Construction: Building and  
Advancing Media Psychological Theories” 

As part of MediaPsych23 – 13th Conference of the Media 
Psychology Division (DGPs) September 6 – 8, 2023 

MediaPsych23 will be preceded by a workshop on theory construction held by  
Dr. Daniel Possler (JMU Würzburg) and Asst. Prof. Dr. Adrian Meier (FAU Erlangen-
Nürnberg). The workshop will take place from 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm on the first day of 
the conference (September 6, 2023) at the conference venue on the Campus Belval of 
the University of Luxembourg, followed by the Get Together. 

Description 

“There is nothing as practical as a good theory,” this famous quote by Kurt Lewin (1943 , 
p. 118) is more relevant than ever for media psychologists. In times of rapid media 
change, an ever-increasing availability of digital communication data, and the adaptation 
of new methods from other disciplines (esp. computer science), media psychologists 
need strong theories to produce reliable, practical, and, above all, replicable research 
results. At the same time, theory construction hardly takes place in our training, 
especially compared to empirical methods.  

In this light, the present half-day workshop aims to give a first brief introduction to the 
basic concepts, structure, and quality criteria of social scientific theories. Subsequently, 
we will focus on hands-on strategies for building and advancing theory in media 
psychology. Emphasis will be placed on the theory-building process, the transformation 
of narrative to formalized theories, and iterative theory revision in empirical studies. 

Target Group and Application 

All media psychologists interested in developing and advancing theories, whether in the 
context of a “grand” theory project or as a basis for theory-building empirical 
contributions, are welcome. The workshop is free of charge. However, registration for 
MediaPsych 2023 is required. 

A maximum of 20 participants will be accepted. Applications can be submitted here 
(Google Form). A lottery will be held if demand exceeds capacity, but preference will be 
given to applications from early career scholars (i.e., non-tenured applicants). 
The application deadline is 1 July, 2023. 

Contact 

If you have any questions or prefer to register via e-mail, please contact 
daniel.possler@uni-wuerzburg.de 

https://forms.gle/XLrM1s4fKfhK6s2P9
mailto:daniel.possler@uni-wuerzburg.de

