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Course ID PhD Course: Topics in Inequality 

 
1. Course details 
 
Semester: 
 

1  

Credit rating: 
 

2 ECTS  

Teaching units 30 
  
Pre-requisite(s): No background is required. 

 
Lecturers: 
 

Conchita D’Ambrosio and invited speakers including Charles Horioka 
(Kobe University), Michael Wolfson (University of Ottawa), Eliana La 
Ferrara (Bocconi University tbc), Barbara Petrongolo (Queen Mary 
University of London tbc). 
 

Administrator: Roswitha Glorieux 
  
Tutors: None 
  
Seminar times and 
rooms: 

please see Point 3 
 

  
Tutorial times and 
rooms: 

None 

  
Communications It is important that students should regularly read their University e-mails, 

as important information will normally be communicated this way and on 
Moodle. 

  
Mode of 
assessment: 
 

Attendance/Term paper 

Examination 
Periods: 
 

TBA 

Course WebPage: Moodle.uni.lu  
 
 
 



 

2. Aims and objectives 
 
The course will focus on the measurement and interpretation of inequality, its effects on individual 
well-being, behaviour and socio-economic outcomes. 
 
The course will alternate lectures given by me (approximately 20 per year) and lectures given by 
invited scholars (approximately 10 per year) within the lecture series ``Inequality and...?'' I 
organize at the European Investment Bank. The lectures will be a source of inspiration for the 
analysis of inequality and its different aspects.  
 
In the lectures I will give, the students will be trained with the basic knowledge necessary to the 
analysis of inequality. We will focus on the distribution of income, and study phenomena such as 
poverty, inequality, and polarization. We will tackle multidimensionality in welfare, and consider 
issues such as multidimensional inequality, poverty, and social exclusion. 
 
The main questions we will answer are the following: What does it mean to be well-off (or 
deprived), how can societies make judgements and decisions about welfare, how can we compare 
well-being across people, and across time, what is meant by poverty, inequality, polarization, and 
income mobility, why poverty and inequality matter, and what is social exclusion and deprivation? 
 
Other aspects of the analysis of inequality will be determined by the topic of the “Inequality and...?” 
lecture. After each lecture, students will be asked to read some of the fundamental papers 
mentioned during the lecture. We will then meet to discuss the lecture and the papers.  
 
This course will tackle both the theoretical as well as the empirical issues surrounding these 
concepts.  
 
3. Plan of semester 
 
The lectures at the EIB will be given by invited speakers. 

Dates  
2019 

Room Time Lecture Topic 

18 September European 
Investment Bank 

 

12:30 
– 

13:00 

Inequality 
and 

Household 
Savings 

Please see point 4 

24 September MSA - Belval 11:00 
– 

13:00 

Measuring 
inequality 1 

25 September MSA - Belval 11:00 
– 

13:00 

Measuring 
inequality 2 

 

26 September MSA - Belval 11:00 
– 

13:00 

Measuring 
poverty 

 

21 October MSA - Belval 11:00 
– 

13:00 

Measuring 
polarization 

 

22 October MSA - Belval 11:00 
– 

13:00 

Measuring 
relative 

deprivation 

 

23 October MSA - Belval 11:00 
– 

13:00 

Measuring 
mobility 

 

5 November European 
Investment Bank 

12:30 
– 

13:00 

Inequality 
and Pain 

 

tbc     

 



 

Course details 

 Inequality: Basic principles 
      Examples of inequality indices 
      Orderings of distributions by inequality indices 

 

 Inequality and welfare: Relative case 
Interpretations of relative case 
Absolute case 
Interpretations of absolute case 
Relate indices to social welfare functions 
Dasgupta-Sen-Starrett theorems 

 

 Generalized Lorenz curve 
 

 Decomposition of inequality 
 

 Poverty: Basic principles 
  Sen and extensions of Sen 
  Alternative indices (Censored income distributions) 
  Poverty orderings: Foster-Shorrocks 
  Poverty and time 

 

 Polarization: Basic principles 
         Orderings of distributions by polarization indices 

 

 Deprivation: Problem 
         Indices 
         Deprivation and income satisfaction (Interdependent preferences) 

 

 Multidimensional Issues 
Formulation of the problem: why multidimensionality 
Social exclusion and deprivation 

 

 Mobility: Problem 
   Indices 
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4. Further information about assessment 
 
Examination(s) 
 

 

Weighting: 
 

100%  

Date: 
 

TBA 
 

 

   
Length: 
 

Presentation  

   
Structure: Presentation of a topic of choice tdb  

 


